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tect young people from unsuitable unions,
for it was the privilege of anyone who heard
the banns read to make known any objections
he might have to the proposed marriage.
Banns are still read in Roman Catholic and
English churches.
BANT'INGr, frederick grant (1891- ),
the discoverer, in association with Dr. J. J.
R. Macleod and Dr. C. H. Best, of Insulin,
a cure for diabetes (which see). He was
born in Alliso-n, Ontario, and in 1917 received
his medical degree from the University of
Toronto. He was wounded at the front in
the great war, and on his return to Canada
took up private practice at London. His in-
terest in research work led him back to Tor-
onto, where in the University laboratories he
developed the serum which is proving effec-
tive in the curative treatment of diabetes.
He and his associates were awarded the Nobel
prize in 1923 in recognition of his great serv-
ice to humanity. The Dominion government
also granted him an annuity of $7,500.
BANTU, bahn'too, the general name of a
group of African races, including, among
others, the Kaffirs, Zulus and Bechuanas, but
not the Hottentots. See africa.
BAN'YAN, or BANIAN, a remarkable
% tree of India. The peculiar feature of
this tree is its method of throwing down
from the horizontal branches supports which
take root as soon as they touch the ground,
enlarge into trunks and extend branches in
their turn, covering a wide extent of ground.
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BANYAN TBBB
One of the largest banyan trees known to ex-
ist is on the island of Ceylon. It has 350
major trunks and over 3,000 lesser ones.
BAFTISM, a rite which is generally
thought to have been administered to prose-
lytes by the Jews, even before Christ. Saint
Jokn the Baptist, however, baptized Jews,
also, as a symbol of the necessity of perfect
purification, from sin, Christ himself never
baptized, but directed Ms disciples to admin-
 ister this rite to converts (Matt. XXVIII,
19); and baptism, therefore, became a reli-
gious ceremony among- Christians, taking
rank as a sacrament with all sects which ac-
knowledge sacraments. In the primitive
Church the person to be baptized was dipped
in a river or in a vessel, with the words which
Christ had ordered, and was given a new
name to express the complete change.
Sprinkling was used only in the case of the
sick who could not leave their beds.
The Greek Church and Eastern schismatics
retained the cjustom of immersion; but the
Western Church adopted or allowed pouring
or sprinkling, which has since been continued
by most Protestants. Since the Reformation
there have been various Protestant sects
called Baptists, holding that baptism should
be administered only by immersion, and to
those who can make a personal confession of
faith. The Greek, Reformed and Roman
Churches baptize infants. The Church of
England makes the sign of the cross on the
forehead of the candidate.
BAP'TISTS, a Protestant sect distin-
guished by its opinions respecting the mode
and subjects of baptism. The name was first
applied in 1644 to English congregations who
taught that the only true method of baptism
is by immersion. The first Baptist church in
America was founded at Providence, R. I.,
in 1639 by Roger Williams. At the present
time there are sixteen different Baptist bodies
in the United States and its possessions, with
a total of over 8,000,000 communicants and
nearly 66,000 churches. In Canada there are
about 390,000 Baptists.
BAPTIST YOUNG PEOPLE'S UNION,
the, of America, was organized in 1891, as a
federation of all Baptist young people, to
bring them together in a common interest and
sympathy in work, to develop Christian char-
acter, to increase Scriptural knowledge and
to impart a wider missionary outlook. It has
branches in every American state and prov-
ince of Canada.
BARBADOS, bahrba'doze, the most
easterly of the West India Islands, situated
seventy-eight miles east of Saint Vincent. It
has been a British possession since 1625, and
in 1752 was visited by George Washington
and his invalid brother Lawrence. The soil
in the lowlands is very fertile, and large
crops of sugar cane are raised. Other im-
portant products are cotton, coffee, tobacco,
indigo and arrowroot. The leading indus-

